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Sharon Costello .

a fiber artist for over twenty years, she has
specialized in feltmaking for seventeen. She is
well known for her wonderful needle felted art
dolls and felted wvessels. She has studied
feltmaking in the US, Turkey and Scandinavia.
Sharon shares her knowledge of the craft by
teaching workshops through fiber and doll guilds
and conferences, art schools, and colleges,
throughout the US, Canada and the United
Kingdom.

Inge Dam

has been weaving for 26 years. It was her in-
depth study of Iron Age Textiles from Northern
Europe that earned her the title of Master Weaver
from the Ontario Handweavers and Spinners. As
a result of this study she became interested in
tablet (card) weaving. She teaches throughout the
U.S. and Canada and enjoys sharing her weaving
techniques through her workshops and seminars.
Inge creates unique garments which incorporate
her tablet weaving and other embellishments. She
has taught at HGA/Convergence, Ontario
Handweavers and Spinners (OHA), and Mid
Atlantic Fiber Association (MAFA) to name a
few. She has won many awards for her work and
many of her articles have appeared in Weaver's;
Handwoven; Shuttle, Spindle & Dyepot,; Fibre
Focus; and other publications. Inge resides in
Ontario, Canada.

Debbie Knelly

has been working with fiber since childhood,
learning from her mom and grandmother. As she
grew older she discovered basket weaving and
found her passion. Primarily self taught, she
expanded her knowledge by attending workshops
and absorbing all she could about basketry.
Debbie began teaching at local shops and in her
home in 2005. Recently she has begun designing

her own patterns and teaching at local guilds,
conferences and conventions. She sells her
baskets on her web site and at craft and fiber
shows. Debbie also has a love of wool fiber.
She spins, knits and crochets, and incorporates
her handspun into her basket designs. Debbie
belongs to The Susquehanna Valley Spinners and
Weavers Guild and is a founding member of the
Spins and Needles Art Through Fiber Guild.
She lives in Berwick, PA and participates in
spinning and weaving demonstrations
throughout the state.

Judith MacKenzie McCuin

world renowned fiber artist, teaches throughout
the United States and Canada. Her expertise
ranges from the breeding of fiber animals through
every related aspect, including fiber preparation,
dyeing, spinning and weaving. She is a
contributor to Interweave Knits, Spin-Off,
Handwoven and PieceWork and has authored
several books. Due to her textile knowledge and
expertise, Judith was called upon to repair a
carpet for the king of Afghanistan.  Judith and
her husband live in Creston Washington.

Merike Saarniit

owner of Liisu Yarns, says she led a "double life"
- Estonian and American. Born in the United
States, she lived in a remote area and didn't learn
English until she attended kindergarten. She grew
up with American weekdays and Estonian
weekends and summers. She learned to knit and
create other needlecrafts in the Estonian style.
Merike earned a degree in Studio Arts and
concentrated in fibers for her last year. She raised
sheep for 15 years. The owner of Liisu Yarns, her
specialty is dyeing and painting yarns, but after

that, it's teaching, or as she prefers to call it -
sharing - that she enjoys most. She shares her
explorations in color, yarns, techniques, spinning,
knitting, felting, locker hooking and so much
more. Her patterns have been published in
national magazines, and her shop, Liisu Yarns,

was featured in the book Handpaint Country by
Cheryl Potter. Merike lives in Meadows VA with
her husband Dane, a Pomeranian and two cats.

Patsy Zawistoski

Patsy Z, as she has come to be known , enjoys
creating with handspun yarns. She has enjoyed
every facet of textiles since learning sewing as a
4th grader and weaving as a new bride. Over
twenty years ago, she taught herself to spin and
has been spinning ever since. Patsy earned her
Certificate of Excellence in Handspinning from
the Handweavers Guild of America (1985), plus a
Master's Certificate (1987). She is constantly
exploring and refining her spinning techniques. A
widely-traveled lecturer and teacher, Patsy
presents fiber classes internationally at various
venues including many appearances at SOAR and
Convergence. Fiber magazines in the USA and
abroad often feature her articles and she also has
several spinning videos and DVDs on the market.
An accomplished textile artist and seamstress,
Patsy also creates unique liturgical weavings and
appliqués for use by churches across the nation.
Patsy and her family live in Elk Grove Village,
Illinois, a Chicago suburb.
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Friday Afternoon with Judith

Popular Wheel Mechanics

10 4 PM

Teaching your wheel to produce
the yarn you want

Student should be able to make a
continuous thread
Students will learn how to adapt their wheel to
spin to the diameter they want, not the diameter the
wheel will let them have. Learn how to get the twist %
% per inch you need by adjusting the wheel and not %
the spinner. Weol | I o
and how to get them to work to their maximum.
Learn about drive bands, lead cords, different %
whorls and how and when to use Scotch tension or
double drive. Learn how to reward your wheel for
good behavior with proper oil and maintenance.
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Our Biennial
Weekend Retreat

Friday I Sunday
September 24 - 26

Johnsonburg Presbyterian
Center
at JohnsonburgsNew dersey i 9ne
Warren County



SATURDAY WORKSHOPS
ALL DAY

The Felted Handbag

Pocket s, flaps,

Sharon Costello
Proficiency Level: All

This workshop will teach students a range of
techniques for creating complex, seamless felt bags. We
will learn how to design a pattern for a bag with multiple
pockets and compartments. We will make sturdy straps
or handles felted right into the bag. We will even design
felt closures to finish off our one-of-a kind bags.

Material Fee: $30.00

Tablet Weaving for Beginners
Inge Dam

Proficiency Level: All

The workshop will introduce the participants to the
versatility of tablet weaving and how it can be a finished
project or applied as an embellishment on woven items.
The participants will learn the history of tablet weaving
and become familiar with the tools and the best yarn to
use for specific projects. The students will learn the
difference between threading defined patterns and turning
defined patterns. One warp will be made using a
threading defined pattern. A second warp, made using a
10 mi nut e warping
warpingo wildl be used
that warp the students will learn regular double-faced
tablet weaving. Participants will learn how to design
original patterns to weave motifs in a band. Samples will
be available for inspiration.

Material Fee: None

Yarn and Fiber Basket
Debbie Knelly

Proficiency Level: All

Generously sized at
market basket is perfect for carrying your current project
or displaying your lovely yarn and fiber. It features a
filled woven bottom, no holes, a fancy rimming technique
and a comfortable handle. After weaving, embellish it
with a crocheted doily and ribbon if you like. This basket
is simple enough for beginners, yet challenging enough
for the more experienced weaver.

Material Fee: $25.00
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Spin a Perfect Sock Yarn
Judith MacKenzie McCuin

Proficiency Level:

handl e Shodidbé abk to make & continuous thread

The only thing nicer than hand knit socks are socks
knit with handspun yarn. Learn what it takes to spin a
perfect sock yarn. We will cover fiber choices, fiber
blends and how to process them into long wearing,
comfortable and attractive socks. You will learn about the
type of spinning and plying necessary to make a good
sock yarn.

Material Fee: $15.00

Creative Knitting Estonian Style

Merike Saarniit

Proficiency Level: Adventuresome Intermediate

How does such a tiny country about the size of NJ
have such a vast variety of knitting stitches and styles?
Learn how this happened while sampling a variety of
traditionally popular texture stitches including elongated,
patent, nupps, braids
a sampler format separated by simple garter ridges, that,
in the end, can be transformed into quite the stunning hat.

Material Fee: No Fee

q uCottanythe Last Great Fironties | s
a tur nPatgy Zawistoskid

Proficiency Level: Beginning Intermediate

Donot feel inti
Understand how to prepare your wheel, and prepare a
wide variety of cotton fibers. Several samples of cotton
fiber preparations, including un-ginned fiber, ginned lint,
and new natural color slivers are included in the
workshop. Hands on activities include ginning, carding,
preparing punis, spinning samples and finishing.
Choosing, dyeing and using cotton yarns will be

discussed. R
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SUNDAY WORKSHOPS
9:00am - 12:00pm

Go-Felt-A-Fish
Sharon Costello

Proficiency Level: All
A fun, fAeverything

design in felt. Students will learn all about creating
surface design in the felting process while creating a one-
of-a-kind, three dimensional fiber fish that can be used as
a small bag, or hanging art piece. We will combine wool,
shear fabrics, silks and synthetic fibers, designers yarns,
wool locks, and beads to create fantasy fish full of texture
and shine! This class will include mostly wet felting
techniques.

Material Fee: $10.00

Introduction to Tablet Weaving
ot her s. Wﬁgéﬁanwor k them

Proficiency Level: All

Students will be introduced to the versatility of tablet
weaving and how it can be either a finished project or
applied as an embellishment on woven items. They will
become familiar with the tools and the best yarn to use
for S(Bégiﬁc projects. Students will learn the tablet
weaving technique, threading defined patterns. They will
leaIB Sl}ow tocngllie & yap andatlHe§dnt|h€, Italéle_ts, and
weave a small project.

Material Fee: None

Spinning Wheel Tool Basket
Debbie Knelly

Proficiency Level: All

Great little basket to hang from your spinning wheel
to keep all your tools handy. This wooden bottom basket
is woven with flat reed and rimmed with a wire
embellishment from which it hangs. Personalize it with
your handspun, roving, feathers, beads or just leave it
plain. This basket can also be used to hold pens &
pencils, liquid soap, crochet hooks and much more.

Material Fee: $12.00

goeso

Creating Tweed Yarn
Judith MacKenzie McCuin

Proficiency Level:
Should be able to make a continuous thread

Tweed is created by blending elements of texture or
color, or both. Learn to blend fibers to produce the
qualities needed to spin and create a beautiful tweed
yarn. Tweed can be made with small amounts of an
assortment of fibers to give a rough , irregular, yet soft

aadpflgxibls hardhwvhen tgrned intafabiici n g

Material Fee: $15.00

Microwave Rainbow Dyeing

Merike Saarniit
Proficiency Level: All

Painting yarns and fibers can provide you with
exactly the colorways you want. You will have fun
learning to do so with a minimum of fuss and mess
wsing, a miarowave oven, SAFELY and effectively.
We 61 1| cover some col or
to avoid Aimudo,
specific color repeats, and how to ensure consistency
when painting large batches for personal projects or
production. No chemistry degree required for this
class!

Material fee: $10.00

Spinning Fine Wool Yarns

Patsy Zawistowski
Proficiency Level: Intermediate

Do you |l ook |l ongingly
yarns and wonder how they are created? Learn the
secrets of fine spinning, and then plan to create that
special shawl or scarf from spider-weight yarns that
you spin yourself. This class, geared for intermediate
spinners, will start you on your way. We will work
with rovings, merino |
wool. We will practice scouring locks, combing, and
spinning with a worsted draw to achieve those
superfine lightweight yarns.

Material Fee: $10.00
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